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In today’s business world, having a smartphone seems like 
an obvious choice to get ahead. Many of us have integrated 
smartphone use into our working practices, and we use a range 
of apps on a regular basis to perform actions while we are away 

from our desk (news, calendar, task management, email, file-sharing 
and social networking apps, to name but a few).

In response to the professional market’s needs, the ‘business app’ 
category from both Apple and Android stores has also exploded, and 
there are now thousands to choose from. 

But how do you know which ones will benefit you as a director? 
We’ve done our research to suggest top management apps for you, 
to help take your business and career to the next level.

Improve your communications and 
collaborate with colleagues
Easy and simple meeting and communication apps to make talking 
to your team easier, even over bad connections!

MightyMeeting: Share presentations and whiteboards easily 
online during meetings over 3G, 4G and Wi-Fi connections, then 
save them as PDFs in a secure content repository.

Minutes: Save valuable time in meetings by ticking tasks off your 
list using Minutes. This app lets you manage meetings by sharing 
previous minutes and to-do lists, while also connecting with 
LinkedIn, Google Apps, Evernote and Dropbox in real time. 

Yammer or Google Hangouts: Fed up with using Skype to hold 
meetings? Consider downloading Microsoft’s Yammer or Google 
Hangouts; quick and easy ways to host impromptu video calls, pull 
together meetings or quickly message a colleague, wherever they are 
in the world.

Office Chat: Office Chat is a fast, simple and secure messaging app 
for smartphones; easily share rich messages, documents, pictures 
and videos with your team.

Impress your clients
Quick and simple apps to help visualise your data and make 
presenting easier.

Roambi: Graphing your business data can often be pretty time-
consuming. Using a dynamic data visualisation app like Roambi can 
transform your data with intuitive visuals that will stay with your 
client long after the meeting is over.

Instaviz: Using shape-recognition software, Instaviz takes your 
rough sketches and turns them into simple flow-charts. Its editing 
feature allows you to include text, change fonts and add colour to 
enhance the look of the diagram. The app also lets you select and 
delete shapes. 

Directr for business: Easily make professional short videos with 
this app. It contains quick and simple editing features, and you can 
package your video ready to share via Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
YouTube, blogs, websites and more. 

Combine your project and task 
management tools
See what you are doing at a glance and keep track of what your team 
is up to using just one social enterprise tool.

Asana: This is a hybrid task and project manager that aims to get rid 
of those email back-and-forths between teams. You can easily add 
multiple projects and project goals, and track the progress of your 
whole team.

Bitrix24: A bit of a one-stop shop for management, you can view 
contact details of your co-workers, manage files, schedule events, 
monitor tasks, post comments and ‘like’ things that are being 
discussed on boards shared within the app.

Trello: A collaborative tool that organises your projects around 
boards. Quickly view how a project is progressing (including the 
who, what, when and where) and attach files from Dropbox or 
Google Drive. You can collaborate with colleagues in real time on a 
‘Trello board’ and attach photos, drawings or sketches.

http://www.mightymeeting.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/minutes-app/id547097299?mt=8
https://www.yammer.com/
http://www.google.com/+/learnmore/hangouts/
http://officechat.com/
http://www.roambi.com/
http://instaviz.com/
http://business.directr.co/
https://asana.com/
http://www.bitrix24.com/
https://trello.com/
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Capture your thoughts
Inspiration can come in the most inopportune places, but if you 
have these handy apps you can record your ideas with ease.

Evernote: Many tech publications named this one of the top apps 
of 2013 and it’s easy to see why. With Evernote you write yourself 
notes, but also keep everything – your schedule, itineraries, team 
memos – in one place. Evernote will create presentations from your 
notes. You can also publish your notes and there’s an added feature 
that will provide related shared notes. It’s like the ultimate memo 
pad!

Dragon Dictation: With its easy-to-use voice recognition, Dragon 
Dictation (for email and text) is up to five times faster than typing – 
perfect for those ‘eureka’ moments.

Keep everything safe 
A big buzzword for app development at the moment is security, 
and while most apps offer a certain level of security, there are some 
out there that offer complete lock-down of your data – Edward 
Snowdens beware!

TigerText: TigerText is a HIPAA and SOX-compliant text-messaging 
solution (which is a fancy way of saying that they are hard to hack). 
You can create encrypted and (for the spy in you) self-destructing 
messages!

Mozy: This is the industry leader in online back-up tools. With this 
app you can back up pretty much anything on your phone; from files 
and documents to photos and music. By using Mozy’s cloud back-up 
you won’t lose a thing if your phone gets stolen or if it suddenly 
gives up the ghost, and it’s all behind a secure wall, so no-one can 
peek at your private files.

And for the director who has everything…
At the start of the year Sony revealed a new life-logging app that 
charts your activities on a timeline. By wearing their ‘core’ wristband 
you can record offline activities as well as everything you do on your 
phone. So if you are looking to micromanage every part of your life, 
check this one out: Sony Lifelogging kit (via BBC News).

Read more about the IoD and find out how to become a member.

https://evernote.com/
http://www.nuance.co.uk/for-individuals/mobile-applications/dragon-dictation/index.htm
http://www.tigertext.com/
http://mozy.co.uk/
http://iod-3.hs-sites.com

